Discussion and Correspondence:
The Exeessive Politeness of American Botanists: DR. Having defined what is the usual conception of medicine in its broad sense, it should now be possible to trace the development that has taken place in the methods of teaching students in the undergraduate medical schools within the past few years. In the United States, a hundred years ago, the teaching was almost entirely individualistic. A student attached himself to a preceptor, who in theory at least was qualified to guide the neophyte through the intricacies of a medical training. On the one hand, such a method of training had the advantage of permitting the student to come into intimate contact with disease from the start of his training; on the other hand, the great bulk of the preceptors were little qualified to teach and to instruct. In the beginning of the past century such a method of training gradually was sueceeded and replaced by the springing into being of more or less inadequate medical schools whose training of the student was almost entirely dogmatic and didactic and who depended for their very existence upon the fees that were collected from the students. Towards the end of the nineteenth century 
